ETHNICITY PAMPHLET

Who collects ethnicity data?

Many organtiations now collect ethnicity
data, such a&:
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In New Zealand, ethnicity is based on self-identification. Some
people will identify with more than one ethnicity.

Guessing a person’s ethnicity is not reliable, so the best way is to
ask.Everyone should be asked the question so that they have the
choice of responding.

Some people may also choose not to answer this question. Their
response can be recorded as ‘'not stated’

* Give patients the opportunity to complete the ethnicity
question themselves. If a person needs help or wants more
information, you can show them the information pamphlet
for patients.

* If you are asking the question directly, be confident and matter-
of-fact. Most people will not object to being asked this question.
You can introduce the question by saying something like:

¢ Avoid questioning an individual’s response - it is their right to
define their own ethnicity.

e Remember a child’s ethnicity is not always the same as their
parents’ For children, ask the parent or caregiver to complete
the ethnicity question.

# Avoid transferring data from another source,
= Reassure the person about confidentiality if they are concerned
about privacy.

It is important that ethnicity data is collected consistently
and accurately. We recommend using the question from the
2001 Census of Population and Dwellings.
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